
           Steeton Male Voice    

Choir 

         (Singing since 1908) 

 

 

 

 Steeton Chimes 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Choir at Cliffe Castle 

 
 
 

 
Number 91 

 
May 2017 



 
From the Secretary’s Desk:  
 

 
 
Secretary’s desk 
 
The end of 2016 and the early part of 2017 has certainly been an interesting 
period in the choir’s history. 
After the initial and understandable disquiet after the departure of Alan Clark 
at the end of last year SMVC as a body of people have pulled together 
brilliantly and rehearsals and concerts have been a very positive experience 
for us all. 
The concerts, under temporary management, have all gone extremely well in  
very different venues. 
The range of different people conducting us over the weeks has been a really 
enjoyable and interesting experience. It has been remarkable how well the 
choir have responded to this and how quickly they have picked up reworked 
versions of songs we know well. It is easy to forget how songs can be 
interpreted very differently. 
I am sure that you would endorse my thanks to Noel, Steve Fenton, David 
Barraclough, Pat Jones and Peter Abberton for their teamwork over recent 
weeks in preparing us for concerts and reintroducing some numbers and 
bringing new songs to us.  
 
After a very protracted period we have successfully appointed Cathy Sweet as 
our new Musical Director and it should not be too long before she is able to 
take over the reins with the support of our musical team. We look forward to a 
continued and successful future. 
 
Could I on behalf of the recruitment group and the committee thank you all for 
your contribution to this process and in particular for the welcome and support 
you gave to all the candidates involved. 
 
It is with some regret that we have said goodbye to Sam Wall. 
He will be sadly missed and particularly in our second tenor ranks. Sam has a 
fine voice and was extremely diligent in learning songs and being musically 
accurate. we would like to thank him for his years with us. 
However it is good to welcome Gil Sorrell back to our ranks, and I know we 
are pleased to see John Boyle and Colin Hargreaves return after absences 



through illness. We are equally delighted to have 2 potential new recruits and 
hopefully others will follow. 
 
We hope to see Michael Walsh return to our ranks very soon after his 
successful surgery. He has been much missed particularly in our top tenor 
ranks. 
We were sorry to hear of the death of John Armitage. Whilst we have been 
aware of his long illness and have not seen him at SMVC for some time he 
will nevertheless be missed. He was a stalwart of our baritone section since 
2004 and his commitment was unwavering. Unfortunately we were not made 
aware of his death until after his funeral and so we were not able to be 
represented. 
 
Personal circumstances have also meant that John Rawlings has also 
resigned from the choir. Although he has not been able to be with us 
physically for some time he nevertheless kept in touch and keenly followed all 
that has been happening at SMVC. John’s substantial contribution to the choir 
over the years will be formally recognised and we wish him well. 
 
On my reccy trip to Belfast I was warmly welcomed wherever I went. 
The hotel will be fully refurbished by the time we travel to Belfast. The already 
refurbished parts and rooms look really smart. We will be the first large group 
staying there and they are really keen to accommodate our needs. 
 
The team I met from the Clare Chorale were also very welcoming and 
delighted to be hosting us in a concert. They have a great venue for the 
Friday concert and I invited them (which the committee has approved) to join 
us in the Cathedral. They were quite jealous we had landed a concert there 
and expressed a wish to sing there themselves. It seemed only fitting that I 
invited them to join us.  
They are looking forward to meeting us all and enjoying a joint concert and 
social evening back at our hotel. 
I have included the more detailed itinerary in this edition. We now have a choir 
of 44 for the tour and we should be able to give a good account of ourselves. 
We just need the basses to tone it down as they are by far the largest section 
– in numbers that is!! 
 

Calm after the storm, sunshine after the rain  Peter Headey May 2017 

“Steeton men will stand for ever come wind or rain or stormy weather.”  How 
prophetic those words seem now after the past five months. It hasn’t been 
stormy but it has been unsettled and despite the various auditions, 
uncertainty, difference of opinions, mumblings and grumblings we have come 
through with a variety of concerts that have entertained audiences from 
Grassington in the north to Shelf in the south. Through the auditions Peter, 
Cathy and Cillian helped to demonstrate what potential and possibility the 
choir has and how we can still learn and grow. The remarkable fact too is that 
each concert has been very different in setting and style and the choir have 



adapted to each event with a loyal steadfastness and secure performance. 
Each concert has helped to unite the choir. “Music the gift beyond compare.”  

The year began at the Octagon in Keighley, always a stark contrast to many 
of the churches we usually sing in, but a convivial setting nontheless and 
being joined by Opus 44, a ladies choir from Bingley, made for a much 
needed first concert. We’ve enjoyed singing with them before and look 
forward to doing so again, maybe in a more formal venue next time.  

Later that month we made our first appearance at Cliffe Castle which again 
many of the choir enjoyed for the splendid room we were in and the new 
clientele who came to listen.  

This was followed by another first, surprisingly, as Long Ashes Park, where 
we have previously enjoyed Christmas lunches were the hosts for our concert 
with the brilliant Irish singer James Garvey. We will certainly look to book this 
again another year, maybe with his brother too.  

And so to Christ Church, Skipton, probably one of the best venues 
acoustically for the choir and for the audience too. This certainly proved to be 
true this time for a very special evening of male voice singing and in complete 
contrast, a sixteen year old mezzo soprano, Sally Clement, who entertained 
us so cheerfully with a variety of songs accompanied by her grandma Angela 
Clement. Bernard would have been so proud.   

It was lovely to hear from Angela afterwards that not only had they enjoyed 
performing with us but of those who came to hear Sally some had not heard a 
male voice choir before and were suitably impressed. Others, who had been 
to similar concerts (perhaps slightly more highbrow), commented on how 
relaxed, friendly and cheerful the evening had been. Both sets were looking 
forward to coming to future concerts. It was also when David Barraclough 
made his debut as a conductor of the choir with Love me Tender, 
Carrickfergus and Chattanooga, all receiving positive praise from the 
audience and choir members. Musically and financially a huge success.  

Shelf, sadly, attracted a small choir and small audience but still an opportunity 
to perform and entertain which Steeton Male Voice Choir do so well.  

Personally I have enjoyed each and every one of the concerts and been 
privileged to compere at three of them.  

Thanks must go to all those on the committee who have worked so hard 
behind the scenes and upfront too to ‘steady the ship’ as we have navigated 
our way through this transitional period. Hopefully now with the appointment 
of a new musical director, Cathy Sweet and trainee conductor David 
Barraclough and continued support from Noel Aspinall and team we can look 
forward to a brighter future. Forthcoming concerts and a tour to Northern 
Ireland are exciting prospects that will only help to unite the choir 
andprovidefurther opportunities to ‘strengthen the ties that bind.’  



Steeton Male Voice Choir - Chairman’s Report 2017 

In previous reports, I have focussed on succession planning as certain 
officers were due to end their period of tenure and there were no obvious 
replacements. I am delighted to say that men have stepped up to the plate to 
fill important roles. 
 
George Hladowski has done great job in his first year of office as Concert 
Secretary with the help of Charles Sowden selling tickets. They both handled 
the onerous task of organising and selling tickets for the Annual Concert 
magnificently with the help of both George’s wife Barbara and Eric Parker, 
acting as consultant, when required throughout the year. 
So thanks to the Concert team for an excellent first year. 
David Barraclough has embraced the role of Publicity Officer with zeal and 
determination, regularly getting us publicised in the local press and brimming 
with ideas for publicity events. So thank you David for your efforts this year. 
We also have volunteers for Second Tenor and Bass Reps thanks to Jeremy 
and Robert respectively. 
 
I would like to thank Tim Bastow for his three years’ service as 1st Tenor rep 
and Steve Parsons as Baritone rep and keeper of the keys at Kadugli House 
for our committee meetings. Part rep is an important role as a means of 
communication between choir and committee.   
Ralph Beards has continued to be a stalwart in managing the choir wardrobe, 
but Ralph has decided it is time to retire. He has written a job description for 
anyone considering taking over the role. So many thanks Ralph for your 
dedicated work.  
Thanks also to Malcolm Hopkins who has been in charge of other choir 
garments - jumpers, ties etc.  
 
We are less vulnerable now in running the choir where operational aspects 
are covered. We are very fortunate to have a Deputy MD, Noel and Deputy 
Accompanist Peter.  Roy Talbot is doing a great job on Facebook and Twitter, 
working with Webmaster Steve Fenton, who manages a very informative choir 
Website.  
 
Jay and Terry are doing a great job in charge of a very smooth machine 
running the Music Library and Richard and Bill continuing their back breaking 
work as Stage Managers. So many thanks to you from a grateful choir.  
 
Organisationally we finally have a fully functional music committee whose 
remit is to address all aspects of repertoire, soloists and comperes. This has 
the significant advantage of democratising the way forward which will be able 
to take account of the views of choir members. This committee is chaired by 
Steve Fenton. Committee members are Pat Jones, Noel Aspinal, Tim Bastow, 
Peter Abberton, Peter Heady and when appointed, the Musical Director. 
 
We had a really enjoyable tour to Wales where we had excellent concerts with 
Port Talbot Cymric choir and Cwmbran New Harmony Singers. We also sang 
well at the National Botanic Gardens of Wales. In addition we had an 



interesting impromptu sing at a wedding party in our hotel where the two 
brides were very emotional at our rendition of ‘Let It Be Me’.  
Thanks to Ian, George, Alan, Pat and Noel for their efforts in excellent 
organisation.  
 
Through the year we raised £6274.10 for various charities and other good 
causes, £4470 for the choir and £717 from CD and DVD Sales, thanks to 
Martin and Carol Winterton for the latter – an excellent result all round. 
 
This year we had our usual Annual Dinner at Bingly St Ives Golf club, with 
Ian’s son playing piano and a hilarious speech from John Hirst about the 
rigours of running Lingerie Departments in M&S. Thanks to Eric Stowe, David 
Jenkins and Ian for making it all a success. 
Thanks too to Ian and Colin for organising the Christmas Lunch at the newly 
refurbished Long Ashes Pub/Hotel at Threshfield. The new restaurant 
provided delightful surroundings with its format of large round tables, making 
for excellent conversation and good food and service. 
 
Whilst we have had new men join us we are suffering from loss of men due to 
Ill health, and retirement due to general infirmity. The top tenors are 
particularly adversely affected. 
On a positive note we are expecting four new men to join us in the coming 
weeks. 
 
Congratulations to John Hudson (baritone) and Bernard Poulter (second 
tenor) who have received their Red jackets during 2016.Both have appeared 
on stage and are making a valuable contribution to our singing strength. 
 
Monday 24th October was the day when President Len Wilson conducted a 
wonderful ceremony to bestow Life Membership on five of its long-standing 
members who have recently had to retire or partially retire from the choir for 
various reasons. Terry Tobin, Peter Sharp, John Hirst, Ralph Beards, and Ted 
Mould were the recipients of the trophies.  Ken Wardell was also made a Life 
Member but his absence meant that his presentation had to be made one 
week later. 
At the same ceremony 25 year service badges were presented to 1st Tenor 
Michael Garnett and 2nd Tenor Frank Garth. 
So congratulations and thanks to you men. 
 
We continue to receive a large number of favourable comments from 
audiences both by letter, e-mail and directly to choristers at the concert 
venues.  
These comments come not just as a result of our choir singing. Our soloists 
provide variety in vocal and instrumental music and humour and they are to 
be congratulated for their performances. I am pleased to report that John 
Hirst, although retired from the choir, is available to perform his hilarious Jake 
Thackeray songs together with Steve on Guitar and vocals. 
 



Bookings for 2017 are complete. If we are approached at short notice we will 
invoke the six week rule this being the notice period needed to ensure we can 
field a decent size choir. 
  
Opportunity Knocks evening was this year held back at Steeton Chapel 
followed by a buffet at Steeton Hall. It was a great success and great fun. 
Thanks to Pat, Tim and Ian for organising it. There were some really excellent 
performances from choir members. 
 
The Choir remains financially healthy and as you will see from the Hon 
Treasurer’s report. John Dowlan continues to do a fantastic job, bringing 
detailed oversight, recommendations and regular reports. Well done John and 
thank you.  
 
We are saddened at the loss of Bernard Clement, Ralph Lister and Peter 
Lofts. The Choir honoured them by a large presence at their funerals they will 
be sadly missed. We were also honoured to be present at the funeral of Kath 
Jenkins and sing to her memory. Kath, the wife of David Jenkins in our 2nd 
tenor section, was a regular attender at our concerts and a great support to 
David. It is very pleasing to see that David is back on the compere list, giving 
us the benefit of his careful preparation and humour.  
 
As regards comperes we have had the benefit of Peter Heady and Harry 
Kennedy bringing their talents to the list of available comperes - a great job 
well done and may it continue.  
 
I would like to thank Alan and Pat, supported by Noel, for their hard work and 
Christine and the ladies support group who raise funds for the choir.  
 
Alan Clark has retired from the choir after 23 years of dedicated service as 
our MD and we wish him well for the future. His accurate clarity in his 
conducting technique has been key to achieving precision in the choir’s 
performances. This ability will set the standard for our recruitment of a new 
MD. Alan never missed a rehearsal or concert unless it was due to planned 
leave – a remarkable record. So thank you Alan for your service to the choir. 
  
I would also like to thank Ian McDonald for his second year in Office as Hon 
Secretary. His obvious energy and unflappability has been, and will continue 
to be, a great asset to the Choir.  
 
This year the ladies group have raised £1,292.39 – another good result so 
thanks to a dedicated team. 
 
So, thank you all for turning out on many occasions throughout the year, 
without you there would be no choir. And thank you for your support to me 
during 2016. Here’s to a successful 2017, when we will see new variations of 
performances and rehearsals and plan for a tour to Northern Ireland, 
something really look forward to.  
 
David Borley Chairman SMVC 



Our host choir for the NI Tour :  

The Clare Chorale is a popular mixed voice choir based in Ballyclare 

 

 

 

The Clare Chorale are a relatively new choir – it was initially established in 

2003. They started life as a group of past pupils from Ballyclare High School 

and the choir has continued to grow. 

This popular mixed voice choir enjoys a busy diary of engagements 

throughout the season. It has singers from all professions who base 

themselves in Ballyclare, a town well known for its musical traditions. Regular 

singing throughout the province keeps them busy and they are always adding 

to their membership and repertoire.  

Their conductor is local Mezzo-Soprano, Sheelagh Greer and their 

accompanist is Darren Day, also a full-time musician. Last season they were 

delighted to be selected to take part in the BBC Songs of Praise. 

 
 
 
 



Itinerary: Northern Ireland Tour 2017 
 

Dates:  Thursday June 15th – Monday June 19th 

 
Thursday: 
8.30 am  Meet Steeton – Millennium Business Park      

Travel to Cairnryan with early lunch stop TBA (packed lunch 
probably the better option) 

2.30 pm Arrive at Cairnryan  
3.30 pm  Sailing  
6.30 pm  Arrive Belfast  
There will be a meal available on the ferry at group rate c. £8.50 
Would need to be taken around 4.30 p.m. Alternatively people can eat at the 
hotel on arrival. 
 
Time to hotel is 30 minutes max. Chimney Corner Hotel, Mallusk (NW of 
Belfast centre) 
7.00 pm Arrive at hotel 
 

 

  

 
 
Belfast centre is only a few miles – possibility of a coach into the city for 
people to explore the nightlife!  

https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g209950-d279681-Reviews-m17457-Chimney_Corner_Hotel-Newtownabbey_County_Antrim_Northern_Ireland.html


Friday: 
Coach trip to National Trust house (Mount Stewart) and garden on the shores 
of Strangford Loch. 
 

 
 

Mount Stewart is one of the most inspiring and unusual gardens in the 
National Trust's ownership. 

The garden reflects a rich tapestry of design and great planting artistry that 
was the hallmark of Edith, Lady Londonderry. The mild climate of Strangford 
Lough allows astonishing levels of planting experimentation. The formal areas 
exude a strong Mediterranean feel and resemble an Italian villa landscape; 
the wooded areas support a range of plants from all corners of the world, 
ensuring something to see whatever the season. 

Mount Stewart House 

The house has now re-opened after our 3 year long restoration project. We've 
brought back the elegance and charm of the house when it was home of the 
7th Marchioness Edith, Lady Londonderry and her family in the early 20th 
century and we look forward to welcoming you to enjoy in all its splendour. 

 
I am proposing we return to our hotel for a rest and a tea time meal. The hotel 
are happy to put on a meal for approx £8 per head for those who want it. 
 
Concert with Clare Chorale : this is taking place nearby at The Theatre In 
The Mill in Newtonabbey. It looks like a great venue. This is in aid of the 
Belfast Children’s Hospice who will be marketing the concert. 
The host choir have requested a social evening for some ‘craic’ back at our 
hotel as it is the nearest suitable venue. 
The hotel is willing to lay on a light buffet to accompany our drinks. More 
details on this to follow – there will be a charge for this buffet. 
 
 
 



Saturday: 
Coach trip to The Giants Causeway (lunchtime sing arranged in visitor’s 
centre).  
 

 
 
 
I am suggesting we have lunch there (although John Dowlan tells me it will be 
very busy for getting food) – I propose that we return via the Antrim coast road 
which is reputedly a stunning scenic drive. We could stop off in Carrick Fergus 
– and perhaps sing the song there! 
 
The evening will SMVC night. This will be a dinner followed by entertainers of 
various hues. 
 
Sunday: 
The morning will be a visit to the Titanic Exhibition. This has just been voted 
the world’s leading tourist attraction. I have been twice and it is extremely 
good and very much worth a visit.  
 

 



 
The basic charge is £12 for 65+s. I think it is £20 for the younger members! 
This would take up approximately 3 hours to include the exhibition and lunch. 
We could choose to head into Belfast for lunch options which are plentiful. 
The afternoon could be spent exploring Belfast – there are plenty of options 
including open top bus tours. The shops in Belfast only open in the afternoon 
on a Sunday (how civilised!). 
Suggest we return to our hotel for those who may want a break and to change 
before the concert in the evening at St Annes’ Cathedral. The hotel is only a 
short drive of a few miles from the city centre. This is a 7.00 pm start and we 
would want to be in there by 6.15 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
The cathedral organiser is confident of good audience – the Cathedral is used 
a major music venue in the city and gets plenty of tourists attending events. 
 
Monday: 
9.45 am      Depart hotel by 9.45 a.m 
11.30 am      Sailing (lunch available on ferry) 
13.52 pm           Arrive at C irnryan 

    There will be at least one further stop en route home for a  
     bite to eat and other essentials. 

8.30 – 9.00 pm  Arrive at Steeton 
 
Chimney Corner Hotel: 
This will be fully refurbished by the time we are there. 
On my visit the refurbished rooms were really good and very comfortable – if 
on the small side. The function rooms are all looking really good and a new 
restaurant and bars will be available by June. 
The staff I dealt with were all very friendly and helpful. 
I am confident we will have a good stay there. 



Carrick Fergus 
 

For those who don’t know, this song is named after the town of Carrickfergus 
which is on the Antrim coast not far from Belfast. 
 
As you will have been made aware there are various versions of lyrics to this 
song and David Barraclough has introduced just one of them. 
The origins of the song are unclear but it has been traced to an Irish language 
song “Do bhi bean uasal” (“There was a Noblewoman”). 
It also appears on a ballad sheet in Cork City in the mid 1800s.In this version 
it was about a man being cuckolded and is a bawdy, humorous story. 
By contrast variations of English lyrics have turned into a nostalgic piece. 
It has also been suggested that the songs evolved from two separate songs 
which would help explain the varied versions. 
In more recent times the song became popular after Peter O’Toole related it 
to Dominic Behan who put it in print and recorded it in the mid 1960s. 
 
“Carrickfergus” is a well covered song and has been recorded by Joan Baez, 
Charlotte Church, The Dubliners, Van Morrison, Bryn Terfel, The Chieftains 
and Katherine Jenkins amongst many others. Perhaps we should add SMVC 
to this auspicious list in due course. 
 
I particularly like the last verse in the version I am learning to sing with my folk 
band, which is as follows: 
 
And In Kilkenny, it is reported, 
They’ve marble stones there as black as ink 
With gold and silver I would support her 
But I’ll sing no more now ‘till I get a drink. 
I’m drunk today, but I am seldom sober, 
A handsome rover from town to town. 
Ah, but I’m sick now my days are numbered, 
Come all ye young men and lay me down. 
 
 

 
Steeton Ladies Group 

 
The Ladies Group began their year in January with a lunch at the Dog and 
Gun. 17 ladies had a lovely lunch together with lots of chat and a lorra laughs. 
Janet told the ladies that she was prepared to take over the coordination of 
events, but wanted the group to work together to make it all successful, and to 
continue the excellent work previously performed by Christine Clark.   
At the next couple of meetings decisions were made about the forthcoming 
fund raising events. It was decided to have a raffle at as many choir concerts 
and events as possible. Cullingworth Chapel had already been booked for a 
coffee morning, so preparations were made for that day. 
We must thank Ralph Beards for selling almost £150 worth of coffee tickets 
for the day. I think it must have been a 3 line whip for many!! Thanks Ralph - 
you’re a Star. 



The coffee morning was a huge success and the ladies made a total of 
£685.70. Thanks go to all the choir wives and partners who contributed in any 
way to the event. 
This year we have quite a few of our own concerts where we are able to have 
a raffle for our own funds. Janet has received many raffle prizes, but she still 
has room in her spare bedroom for more! Please let Tim, or any of the 
Steeton Ladies husbands, have them at choir practice. Raffles are a good 
way of making money for the choir as much of the proceeds are given by the 
audience. 
At the beginning of April a few of the Ladies met for lunch at The Scarlett Tea 
Rooms in Burnley, owned by our own Carole Kerr. We had an excellent lunch, 
served on beautiful china crockery in a very pretty environment. As you can 
see we are becoming ‘ladies who lunch’! 
The Ladies group will continue to provide teas and food for afterglows when 
we entertain visiting choirs, so if anyone feels they can offer any help please 
have a word with one of the ladies. 
The ladies group meet every 3rd Monday in the month at Steeton Hall, so if 
you would like to join us, please come along and you will be made most 
welcome. 
 
(I would like to thank the Ladies group for their sterling work on behalf of all 
the choir – it is all much appreciated by all and adds to the relaxed 
atmosphere at various events. Ian) 

 
 
Visiting Choir: On Saturday May 20th we are hosting Backworth MVC from 
North Tyneside, at St Margaret’s in Ilkley. Below is some information about 
them. I guess we should be singing ‘Collier’s Requiem’! 
 

 

 



The Backworth Male Voice Choir was founded in 1951 by miners of the 
Backworth Colliery. Our first Musical Director was Joe King, the Colliery 
Manager, and although the Colliery is long since closed there is still a close 
association and affection for our heritage. 

The Choir performs extensively throughout the region and beyond, supporting 
charity initiatives as well as performing alongside some of the region's finest 
instrumental/choral ensembles and soloists. The Choir performed at The 
Sage, Gateshead in 2015 as part of a "Choral Spectacular of Massed Voices" 
arranged by the National Association of Choirs. Other venues have included 
Durham Cathedral and The Barbican York in Festivals of Remembrance. 
Newcastle City Hall was a venue for St Oswald's Hospice's 'Let's Get Lyrical' 
Concert. 

The Choir have toured Europe on a number of occasions having visited 
Germany, France and Belgium as well as playing host to a number of 
European choirs on UK tours. In June the Choir travelled to Germany to meet 
up with old friends from the Bergischer Mannerchor, Solingen and to take part 
in a series of special concerts. Both choirs were asked to sing at the 150th 
anniversary celebrations of the Finkenweder Choir, Hamburg. 

The Choir have been fortunate to have had a number of well established and 
distinguished conductors who have all brought their own unique styles and 
ideas. Since May 2012 the Choir have been under the leadership of Andrew 
Mair. 

Today’s Choir is a sixty strong community choir, attracting members from all 
walks of life. We are proud to support the work of many regionally charities 
and organisations through our performances. 

 

                                           The Stoning of the Organist! 
 
And it came to pass, when Paul was in Corinth, he and certain disciples came 
upon a mob that was stoning an organist. 
And Paul said unto them “What hath he done unto thee that his head should 
be bruised?” 
And the people cried with one voice “He hath played too loud. Yea in the 
singing of the psalms, he maketh our heads to ring as if they were beaten with 
hammers. 
Behold he sitteth up high in the loft and mighty are the pipes and mighty is the 
noise thereof and though there be few of us below, he none the less playeth 
with all the stops, the Asysyrian trumpet stop and the stop of the ram’s horn 
and the stop that soundeth like the sawing of stone and we cannot hear the 
words that cometh out of our own mouths. He always tosseth in variations that 
confuse us mightily and playeth loud and discordant and always at a militant 
tempo, so that we have little time to breathe as we sing. Lo, he is a plague 
upon the faith and should be chastised.” 



 
Paul, hearing this, had himself picked up a small stone and was about to cast 
it but he set it down and bade the organist come forward. 
He was a narrow man, pale of complexion, dry, flaking thin of hair. 
And Paul said unto him “Why hath thou so abused thy brethren?” 
And the organist replied “I could not hear them singing from where I sat and 
therefore played louder to encourage them.” 
And Paul turned to the mob and said loudly “let him who has never played an 
organ cast the first stone”. 
And they cast stones for a while until their arms were tired and Paul bade the 
organist repent and he did. 
And Paul said unto him “thou shalt take up the flute and play for thirty days to 
cleanse they spirit” 
And afterward they returned to Corinth and sang psalms unaccompanied and 
then had coffee and were refreshed in the faith. 
 
Thanks to Richard H 
 

 
NO “SLEEPY LAGOON” FOR ME! 

 
The BBC Desert Island Discs programme was first produced in 1942 by Roy 
Plomley. The signature tune is “By the Sleepy Lagoon” by Eric Coates. 
 

 
 
My credentials for attempting a Desert Island Discs article are probably nearer 
the real thing than most people experience. From 1962 to 1964 I was a dog 
sledger with the British Antarctic Survey at the isolated Halley Bay Base Z on 
the east coast of the Weddell Sea. I was not entirely marooned. There were 
24 members, only blokes in those days – meteorologists, scientists and 
technicians. Conditions were far different from today. We were allowed 200 
words of free radio letter traffic per month that normally we split between 
parents and girlfriends - Internet and WiFi were decades in the future - in fact 
we counted ourselves lucky if the radio conditions were “in” for a couple of 
days a week. Messages were by Morse to Port Stanley, Falkland Islands, 
1300 miles away. 



 

 

The BBC ran a zero budget World Service 
programme for the bases called “Calling Antarctica”. 
Signature tune was “There is Nothing Like a Dame”! 
Each week four or five messages were broadcast 
from UK from fond parents and girlfriends to blokes 
on the bases in the Antarctic Peninsula and Halley 
Bay.  

The girls usually used personal codes for the “sports page” part of their 
messages! This led to considerable ribbing of the recipient from the rest of the 
base. 
During my first year I radioed home 
for my mother to locate a piano and 
have it shipped down to base. It duly 
arrived on the annual relief by the 
Kista Dan. I then discovered that I 
had achieved notoriety in the Press – 
even a cartoonist had a go! Trouble 
was we were so isolated that we had 
not heard of Chubby Checker and 
“The Twist!” 

 

Thrown back onto our own resources we relied heavily on our trusty record 
player and our large collection of vinyl LP records. Playing Sinfonia Antartica 
was banned because it always caused a blizzard to blow! We all had our 
personal collections and thus I have chosen some from those tried and tested 
recordings. Some selections were very idiosyncratic. Ken Lambert, our diesel 
mech, was a keen motorcyclist and had his own Vincent Black Shadow, as 
did his four brothers. He was keen on the Isle of Man TT Races. All his 
records were of bikes haring round the course in different years. “……and 
here is Joe Bloggs on his MV Agusta coming round Snafell Corner – listen to 
that gear change.. rrrum, rrrrumm “etc etc. he had 10 LP discs but only played 
them in the lounge at dead of night when only the night met was up! 
 

 

For the younger members of the Choir it might be 
useful to explain that in the early 1950s best selling 
vinyl discs were pieces from singers like Mario 
Lanza, Anne Shelton, Peggy Lee, Charles Trenet 
and so on - nothing to frighten the horses or alarm 
the parents. Then Bill Haley came on the scene with 
“Rock Around The Clock” and for us teenagers 
everything just lifted off. Rock and Roll was one 
strand, Traditional Jazz was another. Classical 
music was for “squares”! 

I favoured trad jazz. Living within easy reach of central London my friends and 
I used to frequent Ken Collier’s Jazz Club in a cellar behind Leicester Square 
Tube Station, often staying dancing until the small hours. 
 



 
One group whose debut I saw was Chris Barber and 
his Jazz Band. Record Number 1, from Chris Barber 
Plays Volume 3, is Clarence William’s “Texas 
Moaner”, nearly 9 minutes long featuring solos by all 
the band: Chris Barber (trombone), Pat Halcox 
(trumpet), Monty Sunshine (clarinet), Dick Bishop 
(banjo & guitar), Dick Smith (Bass) and Ron Bowden 
(drums).   

Of course, though each selection is meant to be one record, since they are on 
an LP there are other gems to listen to like Monty Sunshine’s “Petite Fleur”.  
At home I also have a couple of 78rpm discs of Chris Barber’s Skiffle Group. 
In the line-up, on banjo, is one Lonnie Donegan! 
 

 

Record Number 2 is Peter Katin playing Chopin’s 
Nocturne in E flat Minor, Opus 9 No 2. It is on a 
double LP where he plays all 20 Nocturnes. This 
particular nocturne is special because it was a 
favourite of my mother. She was an accomplished 
pianist who imbued all the family with a love of 
classical music. 

 
 
Thus Record Number 3, also from my collection on 
base, is Ruggiero Ricci playing Mendellsohn’s 
Violin Concerto in E minor Opus 64. Recorded in 
1957, this is still one of the best performances of 
this concerto, one by which all other recordings are 
judged. 

 

 

 

Dennis Brain, French Horn player, is my choice for 
Record Number 4, playing Mozart’s Horn 
Concerto No 4 on an LP that features all four 
Mozart Horn Concerti. The Fourth contains the 
passage immortalised by Flanders and Swann, “I 
had a French Horn and I started to play it…” Sadly, 
Dennis Brain died young when he crashed his TR2 
sports car on the A1 when returning to London from 
an Edinburgh Festival performance. 

 
After returning from the Antarctic I became a BBC Film Editor, working my 
way up from lowly trainee. One joy of working on film in the BBC was 
unlimited access to the huge BBC Gramophone Library at Egton House 
alongside Broadcasting House. On a big production I sometimes spent two or 
three days researching appropriate music – not, I hasten to add, the mindless 



wall to wall interminable racket which characterises most BBC and ITV 
programmes nowadays. 
 

 

Which brings me to Record Number 5: Carl 
Reinecke’s Harp Concerto in E Minor Opus 182, 
2nd Movement, Adagio, played by the Spanish 
harpist Nicanor Zabaleta. I was working on a 
Horizon film “Do You Dig National Parks?” which 
dealt with the proposal of Rio Tinto Zinc Mining 
Company to mine for low-grade copper ore from 
Snowdonia and possibly to extract alluvial gold 
from the Mawddach Estuary, Barmouth.  

I needed music to accompany the cameraman’s great shots of Snowdonia to 
heighten the viewer’s awareness of how precious this unspoilt landscape was. 
I listened to every piece of Welsh harp music in the library but none was quite 
right. Then I thought of Mozart’s Flute and Harp Concerto on Deutsche 
Gramophon but that didn’t mesh. When I turned the disc over I found 
Reinecke’s  Harp Concerto and the Adagio movement worked perfectly. Got a 
sack-load of congratulatory mail from Welsh viewers! 
 

 
 
When the rushes came back and I tried synching the picture film with the 
sound film I found that the main camera was running “wild” or unlocked. This 
meant that each transferred sound take was longer than its picture. The error 
was not constant so each take had to be speeded up or slowed down and re-
recorded until I found a transfer that fit the picture take. Having synchronised 
all the takes, about four hour’s worth of film, I then took it to EMI where we put 
the whole lot through a pitch changer to bring the sound back to match the 
original music. It took about three weeks! Only then could we start cutting the 
film. 
 

Record Number 6 is Jacqueline du Pre 
playing Edward Elgar’s Cello Concerto 
Opus 85. For me this has always 
produced the maximum “tingle-factor”. It 
is a recording made when she was at her 
peak. She died of multiple sclerosis aged 
42, a great loss. Another reason for 
choosing this record is that I worked on a 
BBC film with Jacqueline du Pre, Daniel 
Barenboim and London Symphony 
Orchestra Friends playing music at their 
home in Hampstead. It was one of the 
hardest films I’ve ever worked on.  

 

 



 

Working alongside film recordists and dubbing 
mixers gave me an interest in sound quality and 
Deutsche Gramophon recordings were always 
reckoned to be the best. So Record Number 7, 
on DGG, is Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No 5 
played by Wilhelm Kempff with the Berlin 
Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by Ferdinand 
Leitner. The performance and the clarity of 
recording is fantastic. In the solo passages you 
hear notes that are just lost on other recordings. 

 
 
 Record No 8 is Evening 
Hymn and Sunset from the Band of 
Her Majesty’s Royal Marines – a 
suitable piece to end each day on a 
desert island. The version I like has 
“Be Still My Soul” as the evening 
hymn so I would also get a piece of 
Sibelius as a bonus. (The Choir has 
also sung this hymn, maybe we could 
revive it?). I owe a lot to the Royal 
Marines. I got the job in the Antarctic 
because I had done a snow warfare 
course with them.  

 

In 1958, at our basic training passing out parade we showed off all the drill 
movements pounded into us by our drill instructors. As we formed up on the 
edge of the huge parade ground at Eastney Barracks, Portsmouth we were 
more than a bit nervous. Then, to our surprise, the Royal Marines Band 
appeared. Nervousness disappeared and we marched on to the sound of “A 
Life on the Ocean Waves”, the Corps’s quick march, each man feeling ten 
feet tall! 
The RM Band has a double life. The musicians also serve as medics on 
active service. During the last war they lost nearly 300 musicians. Their 
unique war memorial is the set of silver trumpets played by the Band on state 
occasions. 
The last two questions on the programme are for a book other than the Bible 
and the complete Shakespeare and one luxury item. For me this would be the 
“Ashley Book of Knots” which contains every known knot and lashing and how 
to tie them. If I was rescued my rescuers would find a very tidy island – all 
shipshape and Bristol fashion. My luxury item would be a trombone. I learned 
to play my son’s trombone which he had played at school and which was 
laying around the house unused. He bet me a pint I wouldn’t do it! Just as I 
was becoming competent at the instrument I had a hernia operation. You 
don’t realise how many abdominal muscles come into use when playing the 
trombone. So I never got back to it! On a desert island it should at least be 
useful for scaring away any wild animals! 
 



 

At this point I would claim an indulgence to depart 
slightly from the “approved format” by claiming a 
ninth record – not a musical one. It occurred to me 
that life on a desert island would be a bit tedious 
without the sound of the human voice so Record 
Number 9 is Under Milk Wood by Dylan Thomas 
with Richard Burton in the original BBC 
production. I have the complete production on two 
Arco discs.  

The mellifluous tones of Richard Burton as he sets the scene at the village of 
Llareggub are unforgettable – “To begin at the beginning. It is Spring. 
Moonless night in the small town, starless and bible black. The cobbled 
streets silent and the hunched quarters and rabbits wood limping invisible 
down to the slow black, slow, slack, coal-black, fishing-boat bobbing sea….” 
Martin Winterton May 2017 
 
 
SMVC Leisure Wear 
 
New :  We are ordering new sweatshirts with our new logo on. We will be 
selling these at £15 (TBC) 
 
It would be great if everyone purchased one and wear them when we are 
doing more casual ‘sings’ when on tour etc. 
 
A reminder to longer standing members and information for newer members. 
Malcolm Hopkins is in charge of our shop and you or your loved ones can 
purchase the following SMVC items. 
 
The following items are available for sale: 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Silver Grey tie was previously official uniform. There are very few left and 
are reduced to clear, so bag a bargain. 
The lambswool sweaters were previously regarded as uniform and were worn 
with the blue ties. The polo shirts are available in many colours (we have 
 
The Silver Grey tie was previously official uniform. There are very few left and 
are reduced to clear, so bag a bargain. 
The lambswool sweaters were previously regarded as uniform and were worn 
with the blue ties. The polo shirts are available in many colours (we have a 
large stock) but large sizes are in short supply 

 
 
 

Blue Lambswool Sweaters £35 

Grey Sweaters £12 

Polo Shirts £  5 

Silver Grey Ties £  2 

Blue Ties £  5 

Uniform Ties £  5 



Concert/ Events Dates  2017-18 (7.30 unless noted) 
 

 DATE TIME * VENUE  

 2017    

 Sat 3 June 2 St. Peter’s School Chapel, 
York YO30 6AB 

Private Wedding 

 15-19 June 
 

 Northern Ireland Tour  

 Fri 30 June  Bolton Priory Church, Bolton 
Abbey, BD23 6AL 

 

 Sat 8 July  Bradford Grammar School 
BD9 4JP 

Chordiality Concert 

Margaret Carey 
Foundation 

 Sat 16 Sept 7  Shared Church, 
Keighley,BD21 5HT 

Pontnewydd MVC 
(South Wales) 

 Sun 1 Oct 4.30  Huddersfield Town Hall, HD1 
2TA 

Parkinsons UK 

 Sat 21 Oct  Kings Hall, Ilkley, LS29 8HB 
With guests: Otley Brass 

Band 

Annual Concert 

 Sat 9 Dec  Holy Trinity, Skipton, BD23 
1ER 

Christmas Concert 

 2018    

 Tue 6 March  Steeton Hub BD20 6TQ 
Steeton Bobbins WI AGM 

No rehearsal on 
Monday 5th 

 Sat 7 April 7 Clark Community Choir 
 

Venue t/b/c 

 Sat 21 April  Silsden Methodist Church  
BD20 0PA 

Cobbydale Singers 

Carers Resource 

 Sat 12 May  Holy Trinity, Cowling, BD22 
0DD 

 

 Sat 23 June  St. Luke’s, East Morton, 
BD20 5RU 

 

 Sun 15 July  Cliffe Castle, Keighley, BD20 
6LH 

Music at the 
Museum 

 Sat 20 Oct  Kings Hall, Ilkley, LS29 8HB 
 

Annual Concert 

 Sat 15 th Dec  All Saints, Bingley, BD16 2RH Christmas Concert 
With St 

Walburga’s School 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

Contacts for SMVC 

                                
 
 

Chairman David Borley 01943602719 david.borley@icloud.com 

Musical 
Director 

Cathy Sweet   

Secretary / 
Chimes Ed 

Ian McDonald 01274400375 
07949626675 

 

ianmcd51@hotmail.com 

Concert 
Secretary 

George 
Hladowski 

 

01274 568008 
07719752630 

 

 
georgehladowski@hotmail.com 

Publicity 
Officer 

David 
Barraclough 

01535 655595 
07747566471 

djbarr62@outlook.com 

Treasurer John Dowlan 
 

01422 248010 john@dowlan.co.uk 

Accompanist Pat Jones 01535652026 
07765836029 

 

patjones179@btinternet.com 

Dep. M.D. Noel Aspinall 01535 601157 noel_aspinall@sky.com 

Dep. 
Accompanist 

Peter 
Abberton 

01274 551526 peterabberton@btinternet.com 

Stage Manager Richard 
Hartley 

01535 603380 hartleyrich@yahoo.co.uk 

Attendance/ 
Web man. 

Steve Fenton 01535 604373 steeton@stevefenton.me.uk 

Duplicator Tim Bastow 01535 603065 
 

tim.jtbastow@blueyonder.co.uk 

Top tenor rep Terry Guest 01274 599237 
07973166520 

 

trguest @btinternet.com 

2nd Tenor rep Jeremy Law 01535 439315 jeremy@jlleather.co.uk 

Baritone rep Tony Paget   01535 657910 
  07779252833 
 

tony.paget@tlaktlak.net 

Bass rep Robert 
Hamilton 

01274484617 
07778571052 

 

roberthamilton@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:

