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Choir News 
 
The choir has lost a significant number of men in recent months – at least 
they have all retired for a variety of reasons. As you will read in this edition our 
President (Len Wilson) paid a fulsome and brilliantly crafted tribute to them all 
and their combined service over many years and I would like to add my 
thanks on everyone‘s behalf for their fantastic service to SMVC. 
He also presented 25 year badges to Frank Garth and Michael Garnett for 
their years of devotion to SMVC and we hope more years to come. 
 
I think it should be a fitting tribute if we all did our utmost to find replacements 
for as many of the retirees as possible. We have been fortunate in having 
John Hudson join our ranks (baritone) but it is clearly a priority for the choir to 
make a serious effort to recruit some more singers. 
John Hudson‘s pen portrait is a good example of how a choir member simply 
asked an acquaintance if they might be interested and is provided us with a 
new singer. From my own experience it does pay to badger a bit – David 
Brown pestered me for several years before I finally gave it a go. 
 
We have a couple of new possibilities already with us but we do need more – 
we are down to around 60 active singers – we do not want to fall below this 
number. It is very easy in any organisation to get into a spiral of decline. Let‘s 
get to it! 
 
We have a good programme of concerts for next year with several visiting 
choirs and guest singers. Concert attendance has been a topic of discussion 
at several committee meetings. What is important is that when the concert is 
for our own funds that we support them. Our forthcoming Christmas Concert 
is an example and the concert in April with the Irish singer is another.  
Sustaining our funds is important and it requires a corporate effort and this 
includes choir members selling tickets for concerts that are for our funds. 
 
Membership subscriptions for SMVC have been held at the same level for 
many years and the committee decided that making the subs a more realistic 
price was long overdue. Also, because we have fewer members we have less 
income from subs. It has been proposed to raise the subs for 2017 to £80. 
When you think about it there is very little you can take part in once a week for 
most of the year for that sort of money. 



It is significantly less than the price of a pint of beer a week! 
 
The tour plans are going well. It has been difficult arranging concerts as most 
Northern Irish choirs close down for what is the school holiday in Ireland 
(June, July and August). 
 
At this point the itinerary is : 
Thursday 15th June:  Coach to Cairnryan -  ferry to Belfast – tea time meal 
on the ferry. Arrive at Hotel in Mallusk (NW of Belfast) around 7.00 pm 
Settle in and time is your own. 
Friday 16th:   day trip to be arranged  - potentially a visit to Mount Stewart. 
This is a NT property on the shores of Strangford Lough boasting ‗one of the 
world‘s ten top gardens‘ and a recently restored stately home. There will be 
an evening concert with Clare Chorale at a venue TBC (fundraiser the 
Children‘s Hospice). 
Saturday:  possibly visit to Giants Causeway – with a lunchtime sing in the 
visitors centre. 
Evening will be the SMVC buffet and entertainment night. 
Sunday:  Belfast day -  possible visit to the Titanic Exhibition with an ASMVC 
concert at St Anne‘s Cathedral as part of their Music Festival (TBC) 
Monday: return trip to Steeton 
 
The days trips are interchangeable and will be settled at a later stage and 
adjusted in line with weather forecasts. 
 
I would recommend visiting The Titanic exhibition at the Harland and Wolfe 
site. It is one of the best of its kind and Maggie and I thoroughly enjoyed it a 
couple of years ago. It is as much about the history of Belfast as it is about the 
Titanic itself. It is all fascinating. 
Incidentally I discovered shortly after our visit that my paternal grandfather 
had been a riveter on the ship being built alongside the Titanic. 
Belfast has become a significant tourist destination and the city has made 
great efforts to overcome the jaundiced view of Belfast and Northern Ireland 
after the history of ‗the troubles‘. There is plenty to see and do and you will 
find the locals very welcoming. 
We will be visiting the famous Crown Bar (opposite the Europa Hotel – the 
most bombed hotel in the world!) which is NT owned. Even if you don‘t want a 
drink it is worth a quick look round – stained glass and drinking booths. The 
beer is good though. 
We will be visiting the Giant‘s Causeway and doing a sing in their visitors 
centre. This is a relatively new centre and it is extremely good – the 
landscape is pretty impressive as well!. This is also a NT property. 
 
With Alan‘s retirement we are looking to appoint a new MD and we will be 
seeking someone to take the choir into the future. Alan will be a hard act to 
follow. As we all know he is an excellent conductor (as Maggie says after 
coming to joint concerts for the last 10 years ‗he is one of the best conductors 
she has seen‘). I doubt if any of us would disagree. When you look back he 
was also very skilled at bringing new songs into the repertoire. On several 



occasions when Alan introduced a new song I thought ‗the choir will never get 
the hang of this one‘ – but we did and that was down to Alan. 
On behalf of you all I would thank him for his years of terrific service, the hard 
working rehearsals, hundreds of performances and the technical support with 
arranging and with personal composer. I know you would all wish him well in 
his retirement. Mike‘s article in this edition is fitting tribute. 
 
The two early year concerts in the residential homes are to be taken over by  
‗The Ritardandos‘. The intention is that the choir of 12 is bolstered by newer 
men in SMVC to give them additional concert practice and with some 
volunteers/conscripts to make up a choir of about 20 or so. The Ritardandos 
concerts are a more mixed programme with solos, instrumental pieces, 
monologues and humorous pieces. It was thought this was more suitable for 
the residential homes and takes the pressure off SMVC early in the year. 
 
 
 
If possible please contact me and forward articles to 
ianmcd51@hotmail.com 

 
 

 

Awards Evening 24th October 2016     Presentation of 25 year badges 

and Life Membership Plaques.   
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We gather here this evening to honour, praise, and cheer  

Eight men who've served us nobly for many and many a  year 

For two of them a silver badge for which they've had to strive                                                                                               

In concerts and rehearsals, for years -  twenty five. 

On presenting Frank Garth with his 25 Year badge I emphasise that it was 

Frank who led the infusion of new members from Ilkley and other parts of 

Wharfedale which has had such a beneficial effect on our choir. 

Michael Garnett the other recipient of the 25 year badge I can thank not only 

for his singing contribution but for the 8 years during which he served as a 

conscientious  and successful Treasurer of the choir. 

It is hoped that both of them will have quite a few more years of happy singing 

with us. 

Six of our friends, unhappily, can sing with us no longer 

But each in his own way has helped to make our choir grow stronger 

We owe a debt of gratitude to each and every one 

And we're going to miss them greatly when they finally have gone 

In our top tenor section there's very few sung sweeter   

Than our dairy farming loyalist and long time friend called Peter.  

Terry came from  Pudsey Glee , red bearded in those days    

To boost our elite section in so very many ways.  

And then there's Ted, or Edward,  as he really should be known  

Who brings  dignity and gravitas, - quite rare in a baritone  

Ken has surely earned the title "Recruiter Extraordinaire"  

For the countless  times he's seemed to pluck new members from thin air  

Ralph  as our choir's kit man is  a veritable treasure    

And we should hail him one and all, king of the inside leg measure  

John  has charmed us with his singing of the late Jake Thackray's verse 

And rightly earns our plaudits as Stephen Fenton's  "Nurse" 



To Peter Sharp I proffer many congratulations and thanks for 37 years of 

loyal service. The choir will be interested to know, I'm sure, that Peter has a 

large herd of pedigree cattle on his farm at Oakworth where the animals, 

particularly at milking times, are controlled by a complex computer system. I'm 

sure that Peter will not mind me telling you that he has cows who are more 

computer literate than he is. 

Terry Tobin has also served the choir long and well (33 years) as singer and 

also on the committee. He came to us from Pudsey Glee Union  and after a 

year or two moved from Pudsey to Keighley. I'm sure there were other 

reasons for the house move but I like to think that the main one was to be 

nearer to Steeton Chapel for Monday evenings. Good things do come out of 

Pudsey, you see. 

I'm personally indebted to Ted Mould because some years ago he offered to 

take on the job of presenting the Arthur Wilson Memorial Award  which the 

choir endowed at Ilkley Festival of the Performing Arts. He has done it for 

some years now and I'm sure it will have been done well and with some style. 

Ken Wardell is unable to attend tonight  so his award will be presented next 

week. 

You all know how much our friend Ralph Beards puts into the job of looking 

after the uniforms. Well no you don't, because there's more to it than you 

might think. We can only admire the way he copes with his mobility problems 

and despite them you'll be as pleased as I am to know that he intends to carry 

on with that job for as long as he can. 

Finally we come to the inimitable John Hirst. John had a spell as Chairman 

and, more recently, as Patrons' Secretary, but is more celebrated as one of 

our soloists. We all enjoy his amusing Jake Thackray songs - well I do! And in 

a minute or two we might persuade him to entertain us with his co-conspirator 

Stephen Fenton who just happens to have brought his guitar along tonight. 

Years ago on tour in Maastrcht we sang in the Mass in a lovely church on a 

glorious Sunday morning. At the end the priest turned to us  and said "Your 

choir will always be welcome in Maastricht" and the way he said it  moved me 

greatly. I can't think of a better way to round off this little ceremony than by 

uttering a variation of that same sentiment. "You will always be welcome 

whenever you feel like joining us on a Monday evening - to have a bit of a 

sing or just to see us and keep in touch. We are immensely grateful to you all, 

we won't forget you and we wish you well." 

 

 



Ken Wardell‟s presentation 31st October 2016 

 

For much of his 23 years in the choir, Ken has acted as our principal recruiting 

sergeant and with a lot of success but it is one of his failures that has gone 

into choir folklore. It was the time, lying in bed in Airedale Hospital and not 

feeing at his best, that Ken really rose to the occasion and performed over 

and above the call of duty. In the bed next to him was a man struggling to 

overcome the effects of the anaesthetic. And Ken pounced!  Next day, and by 

now fully conscious the man was surprised, to put it mildly, to find that he had 

agreed to join Steeton Male Voice Choir. Alas, he never did join us for the 

best of reasons. He had been taken ill on holiday and lived many miles away 

so this was a failure for Ken. But what a failure! What a glorious attempt! 

Len Wilson 

(Many thanks Len from us all for such a fantastic tribute to all the above – 

another brilliant job - ed.) 

 

Deep Harmony at Christmas. 
 
I have just been given a copy of the following article: 
Yorkshire Days - W.R. Mitchell: Mr Parker‟s Favourite Hymn Tune 
Dalesman – Dec 1991. 
 
The Dalesman article was a result of a search into the story behind the tune 
and Handel‘s relatives which were tracked down at the time to Keighley, 
Thornton, Oakworth (and Australia.) There are many common elements to the 
Dalesman and ‗Chimes‘ articles, which is reassuring- it seems though that 
since the arrival of the internet more photographs of the great man are now 
available. The Dalesman cited ‗The only known photograph of Handel Parker‘ 
was handed over by Ian Dewhurst, apologetically, stating it ‗was bent across 
the middle and that his baton has got mixed up with the trombone and the 
fence in the background‘!  



 
The introductory paragraph of the Dalesman article has a very emotional tone 
with a Christmas flavour: 
 
„Every Christmas morning, before the 1939-45 war, Haworth Brass Band 
arrived in the back yard of the village‟s Merrall‟s Mill and played Deep 
Harmony. As they played Abraham, the tenant of the Mill House who started 
work as a half-timer and was now company secretary, sat in his rocking chair 
and “ tears rolled down his face”.  
 
This story was recounted by Abraham‘s son, John Scarborough, a great- 
nephew of Handel Parker.  Other relatives of Handel Parker in order of their 
referencing in the article –ages as C1991: 

 Nellie Hardaker    Thornton  90
 niece 

 Jack Parker (brother of above)  Riddlesden  87
 nephew 

 Barbara     Australia  
 ‗his‘ great niece 

 
Two other interesting points raised in the article were that  Dr Arthur Raistrick  
of Linton in Craven ,who had just died in 1991‘ spent his boyhood in Saltaire 
where two uncles were members of ‗Mr Parker‘s male voice choir‘. A young 
Arthur was invited to  a rehearsal where he heard the tune ‗Deep Harmony‘. 
Interesting, though, that at this time it had not been set to the words of Isaac 
Watts‘s ‗Sweet is the Work‘. The other little snippet is that Nellie Hardaker  
believed that Charlotte Bronte, when a young  girl, occasionally called at the 
Parker household to play his father Abraham‘s harmonium, which Handel 
himself often played into the early hours by candlelight . In contrast to his 
most famous tune the harmonium is characterised in the article as ―an ill- wind 
that nobody blows any good‖!  
 
                              
Mike Hopkinson  
 
Post script: 
 
My last Deep Harmony article was printed in two halves in Oxenhope 
‗Outreach‘ magazine.  In response another ‗Great niece‘ of Handel Parker Jill 
Greenwood replied: 
 
―There are still descendants living in the Worth Valley and further afield and 
we would love to hear from others.‖  So if you know anyone who might be a 
descendant of the Parker Family please ask them to contact: 
jillygreenwood@tiscali.co.uk.    
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MARTIN‟S CHURCH MAASTRICHT/ST. STEPHEN‟S CHURCH STEETON: 2 
DECADES FULL CIRCLE  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
You have just seen an article on one special occasion for SMVC in 1988 - here is 
another from 1996. I was prompted to write this following our recent concert in St 
Stephen‘s Church almost exactly two decades later. When we walked in I asked that 
you glance to the right to view the small replica statue of the ‗Black Christ‘ (Zwarte 
Christus) presented to SMVC ―After a memorable Whitsun Mass on Sunday 26th May 
1996.‖ A few words first about the Statue followed by two accounts of this memorable 
occasion:  
 
The Black Christ (Zwarte Christus) - Hangs on the wall in St Martin‘s Church 
Maastricht but is regularly paraded round the streets of Wijck in Maastricht where the 
church is situated. Len reported in one of his infamous guide books that the Black 
Christ originated in the 14th century and is ‗said to have miraculous powers‘.  The 
story started with a nobleman of the village of Riemst making a Pilgrimage to 
Palestine in the 1300‘s. Forgetting to buy his ‗silly daughter Anna‘ a present  he 
slipped a dark nut into his bag which she planted. It eventually grew into a dark 
walnut tree which was struck by lightening ‗and cleft in two pieces‘ – she told the 
people in medieval dialect that she could ‗perceive the image of the Black Christ on a 
cross and then entered a convent, taking the cross with her. The carving seen today 
is attributed to the artist Van Wyck, is made of dark walnut and dates from the 14th 
Century. So between Len and the internet the Legend is revealed. We were given a 
replica of the statue having made a very real impression on the Priest and the 
congregation. There are two contemporary records of this memorable Mass, one 
from Ivor Brazier and one from Alan. (Chimes June 1996) 
 
Ivor Brazier was a fine soloist who always stood bolt upright with his hand clutching 
his lapel. He was a good guide too on many occasions and with his wife Dianna 
wrote this evocative report: 

 



  
Day 3 On Sunday morning the choir sang at intervals during the Mass at the Roman 
Catholic Church of St Martinus. The beauty of the High Mass with its colourful 
vestments and ancient rituals e.g. sprinkling the congregation with Holy Water and 
the altar boy courteously bowing after wafting incense towards us was appreciated 
even by those of us used to plainer services. The Priest‟s welcoming speech was 
heart-warming. He wished us „Pretty days in Holland‟. The procession of priests and 
altar servers was led by a man dressed symbolically in the medieval uniform of the 
Pope‟s Swiss Guard. His duty was to eject trouble makers, and guard the Sacrament. 
The choir sang magnificently, as if inspired. Many of the congregation were 
visibly moved, especially by the Sanctus.  
The Priest said to Ivor that it was a pleasure to hear a choir which ‗sings from the 
heart.‘ It appears that visiting choirs were ‗often arrogant‘ and the Priest had been 
delighted because we ‗complimented the service.‘  
 
Last words to Alan (Possibly the best report ever written in his ‗notes from the 
conductor‘?): 
 
Over the years there have been probably no more than ten times when a particular 
song has been sung in such a way that it has sent shivers down my spine. It took 
nearly two years for Steeton to give me the shivers, and then it happened three times 
in one morning. To most of us, irrespective of our faith or denomination, the Mass in 
Maastricht was rather special. Everything seemed rather magic that morning. The 
church, the sincerity of the priest, the event and of course the choir! What a pity we 
have no recording to savour in the years ahead. What a pity we cannot let all of the 
choir members and supporters who were not able to share the experience hear our 
performance….. Perhaps some of you who were there that Sunday morning will want 
to “persuade” others in the choir that we could, with just a little more effort, a little 
more commitment, a little more polish become a really top- class choir. We are so 
near.  
 
There are only 13 of us left now - We will have a go!    
Mike Hopkinson  Bass pp 
 

FROM THE ARCHIVES: STANLEY CIVIC CHORAL FESTIVAL 1988. „We 
won it twice over!‟ 
 
Some moments stand out in the memory and now there are only nine of us left to 
recall one of SMVC‘s finest moments so just for the record here is an account of one 
day at a highly respected music festival in the north of England.  
 
You have heard some of us shout out ‟97!‟ on practice nights when we sing well. 
This mark is very rarely awarded at Festivals where the ‗scale of marks‘ is: 80-Merit, 
85-Distinction, 90- Honours. 
 
Len Wilson summarised the day in his 1989 ‗SMVC Review of the Year‘: 
 
“We received a great deal of praise too from the adjudicator* at Stanley, County 
Durham when we competed there for the first time last year. It all added up to four 
trophies, including the one for the best performance of a song by any choral group in 
the festival. We won it for our singing of „ O Lovely Heart‟ but when you consider that 
we received even more marks for our performance of „Psalm 126‟ you could probably 
say that we won it twice over! 
 



* Praise must be weighed as well as counted; the adjudicator at this festival was the 
renowned ‗Gwyn Arch‘, you will see his name on many of the pieces of music in our 
current repertoire. 
 
We sang four pieces and came 1st in both classes:  
 
Class 13- A ‗Bobby Shafto‘.  B ‗O Lovely Heart‘ 
Class 14- Test Piece: ‗Andalusian Love Song‘, - Walters. Own Choice ‗Psalm 126‘ 
George Stead  
 
O Lovely Heart:  ―Yes it did have ‗warm affection‘ - & shape & blend. You 
demonstrated (again) the compelling effectiveness of quiet singing. Beginnings of 
phrases not always quite together ‗O sorrow‘ ‗know you shall‘ but this is a small 
criticism of some fine singing. ―Mark 87 
 
Psalm 126:  “Splendid. Assured at every point. Balance and ensemble good 
(baritones fractionally light) A real performance in which I resented having to write 
anything. I really wanted to sit back & just listen.” 
Mark 88 
 
I remember both these performances well especially the sensitivity of ‗O lovely heart‘ 
where we spent many hours practicing the ‗O sorrowful‘ mentioned above and the 
spacing between the sensitive phrases. What sticks in my mind more than anything 
is how the whole choir were immersed in the context of the piece, the dark story from 
Dublin castle in the 1914 troubles of an incarcerated man due to be executed with 
others for insurrection leaving his betrothed sweetheart outside the castle walls. 
Incredibly this fate befell the writer Joseph M Plunket in the Easter rebellion of 1916.  
He was married the night before his execution to his sweetheart Grace Gifford in the 
prison Chapel at Kilmainham Goal.   
Psalm 126 was amazing but I have wondered to this day why the marks for the two 
pieces did not reflect the prize awarded. I think I would have given ‗O lovely Heart‘ 
97! The whole choir sang as though we were writing /singing the sensitive Roberton 
arrangement of the poem ourselves in that cell!  
(But then I‘m not Gwyn Arch.)   
 
I can‘t finish this without a word or two about  ‗Bobby Shafto‘ described by Gwyn Arch 
in term such as - ―loved the soloists ‗ broken hearted‘ –I think he‘s putting it on a bit !  
This section most convincing. A well balanced choir and a real performance. 
Splendid.‖  (Only 84!)   
We had two soloists for this piece –sometimes they shared it – Ivor Brazier (of whom 
more later) and B B B B Bob Pickard (RIP), He won‘t mind me writing this and will 
look down with a smile on his face when I say that he always made light of a very 
bad speech impediment which did not effect his ability to sing the most complex of 
lyrics! His favourite story was being stopped on the Colne road by a policeman who 
asked him ‗How fast do you think you were going sir? Bob replied Th Th Th Th Th Th 
………….before the policeman said ‗Oh forget it! - and then let him go on his way. 
Priceless!                                
 
Mike Hopkinson   
 
 

 
 



O lovely Heart May 24th 1914 

O lovely heart! O Love No more be sorrowful. 

Blue are the skies above The Spring is beautiful 

And all the flowers Are blest with gentle showers. 

 

Although the morning skies Are heavy now with rain 

And your incredulous eyes Are wondering at your pain,  

Let them but weep. And after give them sleep. 

 

O sorrowful! O heart Whose joy is difficult 

Though we two are apart — Know you shall yet exult 

And all the years Be fresher for your tears.  

Joseph Mary Plunkett 
 
From the Irish: 
Seosamh  Maire Pluinceid 

 
 

 

 

 

Roy Talbot‟s Desert Island Discs  

It‘s not easy choosing just 8 pieces of music when there are so many to 
choose from. My ipod contains over 5,500 songs and there are still many that I 
haven‘t got around to loading on there as yet. Nevertheless here goes:  

1. Minnie Riperton – Lovin‟ You This came out in 1975 and was the only UK 
chart success that she had in her short career which was cut short by cancer. 
She died aged only 31 in 1979.  I chose this as the first song to be played at 
mine and Niki‘s wedding back in 1982. We had a marquee in her parents back 
garden and I recorded our favourite music on a cassette for the reception. The 
words of the song meant a lot to me and Minnie‘s voice was beautiful and 
haunting.  

2. Bee Gees – Night Fever This was released in 1977 and I was working as a 
roadie for a disco. I knew that song back to front. Then when I was travelling in 
78 and 79 all the restaurants in India, in particular Goa, would be playing the 
best of the Bee Gees, and it was a good reminder of home. However, despite 
loving this song and the Bee Gees in general, I have never seen the movie 
Saturday Night Fever. Perhaps I should!  

3. Fleetwood Mac – Dreams In fact I could have chosen any track from the 
wonderful album Rumours, released in 1977. I have seen Fleetwood Mac 5 
times altogether now despite the cost of their tickets! They are the best band 
ever in my opinion. Stevie Nicks has a magical husky voice and combined with 

http://www.poemhunter.com/joseph-mary-plunkett/poems/


Lindsey Buckingham‘s amazing guitar playing, Mick Fleetwood‘s distinctive 
drumming, not forgetting Christine and John McVie the music they have 
produced over the years is amazing. I first bought this album from a dodgy 
cassette shop in Abu Dhabi in 1980 and played it non-stop in my car over 
there.  

4. You‟ll Never Walk Alone, either by the Liverpool Kop or SMVC! Being 
an ardent Liverpool supporter how could I not include this? Back in the early 
70‘s when there were no namby-pamby seats in the Kop and it was packed 
with almost as many supporters as 2 full stands these days, the atmosphere 
when this song was sung was electric. Especially when playing Everton. 
Because there were so many people it was hard to see some of the action 
when it was in front of the Kop but the noise told you what was going on. Now 
when the choir sings it I still get shivers up and down my spine.  

5. Lady Antebellum – Need You Now : Just to show that not all my music is 
from way back this song was released in 2009. Much of my musical taste has 
recently turned to country music and this song led the way for me. I love the 
harmonies that Charles Kelley and Hillary Scott produce and this is a powerful 
song that shows how good they are. Apparently Hillary was rejected twice from 
the auditions for American Idol but she came back strongly from that 
experience and formed the band with Charles and Dave Haywood back in 
2006 in Nashville.  

6. Band Perry – Mother Like Mine : This track from the album Pioneer was 
written about the lead singer‘s mother but I am sure it could apply to many of 
our mothers too. Basically the song says that life would be much better for us 
all if the world had a mother like mine. Band Perry is another country band 
formed in 2008 and made up of a sister and her 2 brothers. One of the 
brothers main instrument is a bouzouki, which I have never heard of before, 
but it is certainly very easy on the ear.  

7. Little Big Town – Night Owl : My final country music choice, this is a 
beautiful love song from a band that have been at the top of their game for 
over 15 years. They get very little publicity in this country but anyone that likes 
country music will love this band. This track is from the album Tornado and 
describes a girl looking for a car‘s headlights to appear over the hill signalling 
her man‘s journey home.  

8. Eagles – Hotel California : Back to the 70s for this one which was a single 
and an album in 1976. And what an amazing song it is. I have seen the Eagles 
twice and they play all their hits at their shows, but this one is definitely my 
favourite. When I used to go drinking up the Old Kent Road in London the 
pubs would often have a local band performing and it was more often than not 
that this song was one of those on their sets. If there wasn‘t a band on then if 
there was a juke box I would always select this song. Indeed at the time I didn‘t 
realise that if a song had been selected to be played then it didn‘t matter how 
many more times it was chosen it would still only be played once. I wasted a 
lot of money before I cottoned on to that.  



A special mention should also go to Leonard Cohen‟s song Hallelujah. I 
have only heard the choir sing this once but I would love this to be in a current 
repertoire, especially now that Leonard Cohen has so recently died. 
Apparently it is the most recorded song ever and I can certainly understand 
why.  

Favourite Book : I enjoy a lot of reading so it would be very hard to choose 
just one book. However there are not many books that I would read more than 
once apart from Dickens. My favourite of his is Pickwick Papers which I have 
read 3 times now. But perhaps it is time I read it again!  

Luxury Item : A never ending bottle of single malt. What could be nicer? The 
smokier the better. My favourites are all from the island of Islay where I spent a 
wonderful week back in 2012 touring the 8 distilleries. Ardbeg, Laphroaig, 
Lagavulin, Caol Ila, Bruichladdich whichever one would not matter – they are 
all excellent!  

 

 

 
Thanks to Janet Bastow for the above 



Review of the Annual Concert Oct 2016 
 
Sadly I went to a packed King‘s Hall in Ilkley for the Annual Concert of the 
Steeton Male Voice Choir last Saturday, October 8th. 
I say sadly because this event each year signals the end of summer and the 
drawing in of these longer nights. 
The event itself was anything but sad - the warmth of the newly refurbished 
Hall as I entered and the wonderful sound of this magnificent choir and their 
guests, The City of Bradford Brass Band, was enough to know that it had 
been worth the effort made to leave the telly and a cosy hearth behind. 
There was something uniquely Yorkshire about the choir‘s opening number 
called Dry Stone Walls and so it should have been, as we were told that it had 
been especially written by the wife of one of the singers for the choir. This was 
followed by a rousing chorus Hey Look Me Over which allowed the choir and 
conductor, Alan Clark, to get into their stride. 
Before two more American songs, Elvis‘s Love me Tender and memories of 
Glenn Miller with a trip on the Chattanooga Choo Choo (with some great 
piano accompaniment on the piano from Pat Jones) there was the gentle and 
wistful melody Watching the Wheat. 
Time for the heavy brigade to move in from City of Bradford Brass Band with 
the appropriately entitled When Thunder Calls, followed by the Finale of 
Tchaikovsky‘s Symphony No. 4, which their MD and Compere Lee Skipsey 
called ―a monster‖ 
Then, to show us that Russian composers can write music at the other end of 
the scale, they gave us one of the highlights of the evening for me The 
Romance from The Gadfly by Shostakovich. The band concluded their first 
set with another boisterous itemFire in the Blood. 
The choir returned with 3 more traditional male voice songs, the Spiritual, 
Jacobs Ladder, To Music – an emotive piece set to the hymn tune, Deep 
Harmony, and the haunting Eriskay Love Lilt, before closing the first half of 
the programme with a song that probably summed up the feeling of most 
people in the audience and on stage, What Would I Do Without My Music. 
 
Time for a cup of coffee in the interval before travelling down memory lane 
with The Old Rugged Cross from the choir and then hearing two lovely songs 
from the hit parades of the past I Have a Dream, to bring Abba back to mind, 
before Let It Be Me, to recall the Everly Brothers. The choir kept the memories 
going with a very spirited version of Women, Women, Women, from The 
Merry Widow wittily introduced by the choirs MC for the evening, Peter Heady, 
and given an extra boost with a four-handed accompaniment by Pat Jones 
and Peter Abberton on the piano. 
The next group from the band was played almost as a medley without a full 
break for applause or introduction between numbers. Starting with an item 
new to me, but probably familiar to the Brass Band enthusiasts in the 
audience, Windows of the World, followed by Lament from Cry of the Celts, 
with a delightful Tenor Horn soloist whose name we were not given. No need 
to be told what the final number of this group was - everyone‘s feet were soon 
tapping to the rhythm of River Danc, which brought this dynamic bands 
programme to a glorious end. 



The choirs final group of songs relied on stage and screen. Two songs from 
South Pacific, There is Nothin‘ Like a Dame, with Richard Hartley providing 
the solo line, and This Nearly Was Mine. To build up to their big finish there 
was a very pleasing setting of Can You Feel the Love Tonight, from The Lion 
King, and then the choir‘s splendid performance of Sing, Sing, Sing, to bring 
their programme to a close.  
Fortunately the choir did not forget to include the audience in the finale to the 
evening. We were coerced to join choir and band in recreating the Last Night 
of the Proms atmosphere with both Jerusalem and Land of Hope and Glory. 
 
It should be a big plus for the people of Ilkley to have the facilities of this 
charming Hall in your town and therefore have the opportunity to enjoy 
concerts like this and, of course, so many of the other events that are staged 
there throughout the year. Sadly I shall have to wait another year before I am 
able to return, as I truly hope I will, for Steeton‘s next Annual concert. 
 
 
Richard Head (AKA AC) 
 

The Annual concert-a compere‟s view  

It was back in January 2016 when the list of comperes was issued and there 
was my name next to October 8th, Kings Hall Ilkley. Gosh, it came as a bit of 
a shock, it was like a referee being given the final!  

I found myself thinking about it off and on from then onwards. Listening, 
observing, and making notes. The programme was eventually decided and so 
I was able to start drafting and redrafting, always looking for a balance, 
looking for a link, a little fact, a dash of humour and as it was in the middle of 
the literature festival, a literary quote or two to slip in.  

As it was such a big event I spread the word. Neighbours came who hadn‘t 
been before, my sister and brother in law invited for the weekend came from 
Cheshire and then by chance my uncle Malcolm.  

I had rung him just two days before, he is 90 years old and lives in Rawden on 
his own. I mentioned that the choir were singing and to be joined by the City 
of Bradford brass band and I was compering. To cut a long story short he said 
he would love to come along. So on the morning of the 8th he drove himself to 
Ilkley, parked his car and walked to the Kings Hall so he had it all mapped out 
and timetabled for the evening. I hadn‘t seen him for over a year but there he 
was at 7 o‘clock on the dot having made the journey for the second time that 
day. He had already spoken to Len (probably the second oldest person in the 
hall?)  

He sat between my daughter and my wife, Hilary, and enjoyed every moment 
of it. He hummed through many of the songs and in the interval when I met 
him briefly he was grinning from ear to ear. I thought he may want to leave 
early but he stayed to the very end and he exuded joy as we walked back to 



the car park. He did say he may have to lie in, the following morning and miss 
church but no he was there and sung the hymns with great gusto. He said he 
would love to join us but it is just a bit too far to travel on a Monday night.  

It was a great concert and just to let you know, you all made one old man very 
happy…. and I was quite pleased too.  So thank you. I am sure he will be 
back again next time we sing in Ilkley.  

Peter Headey 

The Choir – a cynical note! 
 

I have just watched the first episode of Gareth Malone‘s new programme 
which is notionally searching for Britain‘s best amateur choir. 
 
If you remember we were contacted to put ourselves forward for auditions for 
this programme. The stipulation was that we could only present a choir of 16. 
The committee rejected the proposal. This was on various grounds not least 
of which was the need to choose only 16 singers. Steeton MVC is a large 
choir and it would have been divisive and inappropriate to choose 16 men to 
represent us. It is also not what we are about as a choir – we are a choir of up 
to 60 men making a big/round sound. 
 
Having watched the programme I have a host of reasons why I believe it was 
the correct decision. 
 
Don‘t get me wrong, I enjoy watching Malone‘s programmes largely because I 
enjoy listening to groups of people developing their singing and, in past cases, 
watching people develop chorally and personally. These programmes clearly 
identify all the really good things about group singing and involvement in a 
choral and social organisation. These include the fun, the camaraderie, the 
expression of emotion and the benefits to our wellbeing on many different 
levels. It is also about the pleasure we get from entertaining other people with 
our sound in a non-competitive activity. 
I specifically remember how the Military Wives in particular flourished and 
grew in confidence. For many of them and others in subsequent programmes 
involvement in a range of choirs is presented as life changing and enormously 
entertaining and beneficial to others. The knock out nature of the programme 
is also what makes for ‗good television‘ – cue the dramatic music and flashing 
lights! It always strikes me they build lots of people up and then knock them 
down again. 
 
However on another level they also present some of the worst aspects of this 
kind of television in my view. My feeling is that the original idea often gets 
overtaken by need to sustain the programme. The TV people are not really 
interested in the singing. They are interested in what makes for good TV as 
they perceive it. For me there is a level of voyeurism that has been a feature 
of much modern TV which in effect makes entertainment out of others 
inadequacies and disfunctionality tied up with public outpourings of emotion. 
In addition they often become a vehicle for the promotion of the ‗star‘. 



 

 
Gareth Malone is very engaging and clearly very inspirational in many ways 
but you do not need to be a rocket scientist to know that many other people 
are engaged in developing the singing talents of a host of choirs not least their 
own conductors/musical directors and accompanists. The production 
companies also hire a fleet of voice coaches to do the graft and then Gareth 
comes along and takes most of the plaudits. If it all promotes people joining or 
starting choirs all well and good and in that regard I am all for it. But 
fundamentally it is misleading. 
 
To get back to invitations to Male Voice Choirs the scant involvement of the 
chosen Malton Male Voice Choir in this first programme was proof of the 
correctness of the committee decision to reject any involvement. Gareth 
breezed into Malton (which he relocated in the Yorkshire Dales!). The Malton 
choir was presented as a bunch of cheery old men having a bit of fun. Gareth 
commented that he would like to think he would be involved in something 
similar when ‗he was old‘. Talk about patronising. 
Sadly the Malton choir gave us a brief and poor quality snippet of Stout 
Hearted Men (classically historical repertoire – all very homely!!) 
I am sorry to say they were not very good and presented as pretty 
amateurish. Not the sort of image we would have wanted to present I am 
sure. It did little to represent our view of Male Voice Choirs nor their current 
diverse repertoires – not only ourselves but others we have sung with. 
Without doubt Malton MVC will have put much hard work into their 
involvement and I suspect it was a very contrived portrayal of how a Male 
Voice Choir operates and a patronising little segment of the programme. To 
top it all they were on screen for about a minute in the hour long programme 
and it did little to promote recruitment into MVCs. 
 
A final thought – we would have been pretty bad at the apparently essential 
jigging around, group hugging and high fiving which seems to be a central 
element of many of the groups involved! 
 
Ian McDonald 
 



It‟s Our Time 
 

A couple of years ago John Hirst (lyricist) and Ann Mott (musical score) 
collaborated on a song. It never went anywhere but I thought you might quite 
like the lyrics so here they are: 
 
People texting, mailing, tweeting. 
Lovers only in the mind, 
When like us they could be meeting,  
smiling, touching, holding, greeting, 
Your hand in mine, in mine 
 
Chorus 
Now‟s our time to sing and dance 
And laugh at life at last 
We take every passing chance 
and never give a backward glance 
What‟s past, is past , is past 
 
Those bad jingles on the phone 
How sad and cold they are 
Lonely scrolling on your own 
The voices here are ours alone 
Better by far, by far 
  
Chorus 
 
We don‘t care how old is old 
And once the music plays 
Heartbeats rise and lungs unfold 
Our song is strong 
We‘re brave and bold 
To greet each day, each day 
 
Chorus 
 
We‘re not old we‘re free to be 
In love with life and song 
So come my love and be with me 
And every minute then will seem 
to last so long, so long. 
 
Chorus 

 

 

 



Pen Portrait  -   John Hudson (Baritone) 

 

I was born on January 4th 1958 in Shipley. I have been married to Jane for 14 
years and we live in Beechcliffe in Keighley. 

I left Nab Wood Grammar School and began work as an apprentice motor 
mechanic. I have also worked for Securicor and Yorkshire Water as a 
supervisor in their conference centre at Esholt. I now work as a concierge in a 
luxury apartment block close to the centre of Leeds. 

I have always enjoyed sport and from the age of 16 I played Sunday League 
football which came to an end when I suffered a serious knee injury 16 years 
later (editor‘s note: Sunday League was always notorious for its hooligans 
injuring people – perhaps living proof!!). A few years after that I took up tenpin 
bowling in a league in Keighley and can boast a high score of 268 (a perfect 
game being 300). My dodgy knee caught up with me again and put paid to 
that. I now enjoy clay pigeon shooting and I play crown green bowls for 
Steeton and enjoy watching Keighley Cougars. 

Back in August I was approached by Stuart Hardy who, out of the blue in 
church, asked me if I could sing and would I like to attend the practice on 
Monday night and give it a go. Encouraged by Jane I decided to would go 
along and give it a try even though I doubted my ability to sing. The reception 
I received was brilliant and everyone was so friendly and I continue to receive 
encouragement. 

When the choir started to sing and I was in the middle of it I just thought ‗Wow, 
what a sound‘. I am really glad I came along that Monday evening as I enjoy it 
very much indeed and having been presented with my red jacket I took part in 
my first concert which just happened to be the Annual Concert which was 
another wonderful experience. Being part of something that gives pleasure 
and puts smiles on faces is very rewarding indeed. 

Thank you all for making me so welcome and giving me encouragement and I 
hope to be a member of Steeton Male Voice Choir for years to come. I would 
certainly encourage anyone to give it a go – you never know what you can do 
till you try – I am so glad I did. 

 

 



 
Concert/ Events Dates 2017 (7.30 unless noted) 

 
 DATE TIME * VENUE  

 Sun 5 March 2  Octagon, Keighley, BD20 5LY 
Joint Concert with Opus 44 

 

 Sun Mar 26 2  Cliffe Castle, Keighley, BD20 6LH Music at the Museum 

 Sat 8 April  Venue to be confirmed 
Likely to be Eldwick Village Hall 

Visiting Irish singer 

 Sat 29 April 7  Christ Church, Skipton, BD23 2AH New Harmony 
Singers 

 Sat 6 May  St. Michael’s, Shelf, HX3 7QE 
 

 

 Sat 20 May 
 

7  St. Margaret’s, Ilkley, LS29 9QL Backworth MVC 

 16 – 19 June 
 

 ON TOUR – Northern Ireland  

 Sat 3 June 2 St. Peter’s School Chapel, York 
YO30 6AB 

Day out in York to be planned 

Private Wedding 

 Fri 30 June  Bolton Priory Church, Bolton 
Abbey, BD23 6AL 

 

 Sat 1st July 2 Wedding at St Stephen’s Steeton  

 Sat 8 July  Bradford Grammar School 
BD9 4JP 

Chordiality Concert 

Margaret Carey 
Foundation 

 Sun 17 Sept 
 

7  Shared Church, Keighley,BD21 5HT Pontnewydd MVC 

 Sun 1 Oct 
 

4.30  Huddersfield Town Hall, HD1 2TA Parkinsons UK 

 Sat 21 Oct 
 

 Kings Hall, Ilkley, LS29 8HB Annual Concert 

 Sat 9 Dec 
 

 Holy Trinity, Skipton, BD23 1ER Christmas Concert 

 
 
SMVC Leisure Wear 
A reminder to longer standing members and information for newer members. 
 
Malcolm Hopkins is in charge of our shop and you or your loved ones can 
purchase the following SMVC items. 
The following items are available for sale: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blue Lambswool Sweaters £35 

Grey Sweaters £12 

Polo Shirts £  5 

Silver Grey Ties £  2 

Blue Ties £  5 

Uniform Ties £  5 

Fleece £15 



The Silver Grey tie was previously official uniform. There are very few left and 
are reduced to clear, so bag a bargain. 
The lambswool sweaters were previously regarded as uniform and were worn 
with the blue ties. The polo shirts are available in many colours (we have 
 
The Silver Grey tie was previously official uniform. There are very few left and 
are reduced to clear, so bag a bargain. 
The lambswool sweaters were previously regarded as uniform and were worn 
with the blue ties. The polo shirts are available in many colours (we have a 
large stock) but large sizes are in short supply 
 

 
Contacts for SMVC 

                                

 
 
For sale:  we have a 9 year old Kia Picanto that has become surplus to family 
requirements. It has done only 41,500 miles. If you know anyone looking for a 
run-around please contact Ian. 12 months MOT 

Chairman David Borley 01943602719 david.borley@02.co.uk 

Secretary / 
Chimes Ed 

Ian McDonald 01274400375 
07949626675 

ianmcd51@hotmail.com 

Concert 
Secretary 

 

George 
Hladowski 

 

01274 568008 
07719752630 

 

 
georgehladowski@hotmail.com 

Publicity 
Officer 

David 
Barraclough 

01535 655595 
07747566471 

djbarr62@outlook.com 

Treasurer John Dowlan 01422 248010 john@dowlan.co.uk 

Accompanist Pat Jones 01535652026 
07765836029 

patjones179@btinternet.com 

Dep. M.D. Noel Aspinall 01535 601157 noel_aspinall@sky.com 

Dep. 
Accompanist 

Peter 
Abberton 

01274 551526 peterabberton@btinternet.com 

Stage Manager Richard 
Hartley 

01535 603380 hartleyrich@yahoo.co.uk 

Attendance/ 
Web man. 

Steve Fenton 01535 604373 steeton@stevefenton.me.uk 

Duplicator Tim Bastow 01535 603065 tim.jtbastow@blueyonder.co.uk 

Top tenor rep Tim Bastow 01535 603065 tim.jtbastow@blueyonder.co.uk 

2
nd

 Tenor rep Jeremy Law 01535 439315 jeremy@jlleather.co.uk 

Baritone rep Steve 
Parsons 

01535631452 
07967807108 

 

Bass rep Robert 
Hamilton 

01274484617 
07778571052 

Robert_hamilton@tiscali.co.uk 


